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Dedicated to Angela Roberts...
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DURATION: APPROXIMATELY 9 MINUTES

NOTES FROM THE COMPOSER

| was reluctant to title this work as | felt the nature of the piece, in this particular
composition was self-evident upon listening, or at least | was hoping for the work's
significance to be be determined from the listener's experience, rather than a title. In
the most abstract sense though, this work might be considered an expression of faith
(though not necessarily in the religious sense) set against grief, isolation and healing.

The majority of the melodic content in the work is created through the lyrical use of
natural harmonics. These define very fragile, ethereal gestures in certain sections,
which are then developed and contrasted with more strained vibrato in fully-stopped
passages. Throughout the work the quartet always remains muted, even through the
various extremes of register, creating a more sombre and at times strained quality - a
concept of struggle hushed by inevitability.

Premiered July 17th, 2019 by The Contemporary Ensemble
at Atlantic Music Festival, Waterville, Maine.
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